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U.S. REFUGEE ADMISSIONS

PROCESSING PRIORITIES

FY 2008

	NATIONALITY
	P-2
	P-3

	Afghanistan
	
	X

	Burma
	X
	X

	Burundi
	X
	X

	Colombia
	
	X

	Congo Brazzaville
	
	X

	Congo DROC
	
	X

	Cuba
	X
	X

	Eritrea
	
	X

	Ethiopia
	
	X

	Former Soviet Union²
	X
	

	Haiti
	
	X

	Iran
	X
	X

	Iraq
	
	X

	Meskhetian Turks
	
	X

	North Korea ( DPRK)
	
	X

	Rwanda
	
	X

	Somalia
	
	X

	Sudan
	
	X

	Tibet
	X
	

	Uzbekistan
	
	X

	Vietnam
	X
	

	
	
	


Following information taken from Report to the Congress for FY 2008 

(found at the follwing link http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/74762.pdf)
Priority 1- Individual Referrals

Priority 1 allows consideration of refugee claims from persons of any nationality, in any location, for whom resettlement appears to be the appropriate durable solution. Priority 1 cases are identified and referred to the program by UNHCR, a U.S. embassy or a designated NGO. Referrals are then submitted to the appropriate Regional Refugee Coordinator who determines whether they meet the standard of being of special humanitarian concern to the United States. If they meet this requirement, the Refugee Coordinator then forwards them to the appropriate Overseas Processing Entity (OPE) for case processing and scheduling of the DHS/USCIS interviews.
Priority 2- Group Referrals
Includes specific groups (within certain nationalities, clans or ethnic groups) identified by the Department of State in consultation with DHS/USCIS, NGOs, UNHCR and other experts as in need of resettlement. Some Priority 2 groups are processed in-country In-country processing takes place in the Former Soviet Union, Cuba, Iran and Vietnam.  
P-2 Iranians with minority religion:  A friend or relative in the US may submit a Refugee Information Form for individuals still in Iran.  The Austrian government will issue a temporary D visa for admittance to Austria for processing.  The US anchor must provide financial support during the stay in Austria.

P-2 Former Soviet Union-Lautenberg AOR. Refer to AOR power point or Lautenberg AOR filing guidelines for details.
P2 groups located outside of country of origin:
1. Burmese in Thailand and Malaysia

2. Burundi Refugees in Tanzania

3. Bhutanese in Nepal

4. Congolese Banyamulenge in Burundi

5. Kunama in Ethiopia

6. Sudanese Darfurians in Iraq
Priority 3- Family Reunification

Category is family-based and only open to designated nationalities. An applicant must be outside of his/her country of origin, have an Affidavit of Relationship (AOR) filed on his/her behalf by an eligible “anchor” relative in the United States during a period in which the nationality was included on the eligibility list, and be cleared for onward processing by the DHS/USCIS Refugee Access Verification Unit (RAVU).
An AOR may be filed for all P-3 nationalities; Principal beneficiary must be parents, spouses and unmarried children under age 21 filed by a refugee or asylee in the United States, a legal permanent resident, US citizen or someone who entered the US as a refugee or was granted asylum.

I-730/Visa 93 Family Reunification Following-to-Join Petitions

Once in the USA and within two years of admission, the refugee may file an I-730 petition.  A refugee admitted to the United States may request following-to-join benefits for his/her spouse and unmarried children under the age of 21. Petition is forwarded to one of the two National Visa Centers (Nebraska or Texas depending on which state the petitioner lives in).

The petition is then forwarded for processing to the Embassy or Consulate nearest to the location of the beneficiaries. (Note: In locations where the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program has a significant processing operation, these cases are often processed by the OPE rather than the consular section within the Embassy. 

The applicants are not required to demonstrate a persecution claim, as they derive their status from the relative in the USA who filed the petition. Beneficiaries of I-730 petitions may be processed within their country of origin or in other locations.
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